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friends,
Dear

Every time I speak to one of our supporters,
I’m blown away. Your commitment,
dedication and faith, especially through
tough times, is truly inspirational. Words
cannot do justice to how grateful we are
for your faithful support.

A

s the cost of living rises, I know many of you are giving
sacrificially. I hope this latest edition of the magazine
not only demonstrates the life-changing difference your
support is making, but also its ripple effect throughout families,
communities and even nations. Not just now but for future
generations to come.
The pandemic, cost of living increases, and the global impact
of the war in Ukraine threaten to undo the hard-fought wins
to reduce global poverty. While this might feel overwhelming,
we can trust in the steadfast love of our Heavenly Father. In all
these circumstances, He is still God. He is a constant we can
always fix our eyes upon.
One person who knows the importance of fixing his eyes on
Jesus is seven-year-old Elvis (see page four). Thanks to the
Bible he received through his local church, he was the first
in his family to know Jesus. This young faith warrior prayed
fervently for his father to also accept Jesus, and today they
read the Bible together.
I love this story and it’s such a fantastic example of what your
sponsorship is setting in motion for children and families, now
and into eternity.
So, as you read on, please be encouraged. Though we are living
in difficult times, our God is still at work. He is doing incredible
things through us, His people, and we entrust Him with what
He has given us.
If you’d like to talk or pray with someone, our friendly team
is here for you on all the usual communication channels.
God bless,

Darren Allwright
HEAD OF SUPPORTER ENGAGEMENT

compassionuk.org

compassion.ie

03

PHOTOGRAPHER: GALIA OROPEZA

The First
In My Family

04

ENDING POVERTY CAN SEEM LIKE
AN INSURMOUNTABLE CHALLENGE.
BUT SHOWING GOD’S LOVE TO
JUST ONE CHILD CAN RIPPLE OUT,
IMPACTING A FAMILY, COMMUNITY,
A CITY AND ULTIMATELY A NATION.
NOT JUST NOW, BUT INTO ETERNITY.

NINE-YEAR-OLD ELVIS HOLDING HIS BIBLE.
PICTURED ON THE RIGHT: ELVIS NEXT TO HIS FATHER, SERGIO.

WRITTEN BY VERA AURIMA , GALIA OROPEZA
AND DOREEN UMUTESI, WITH AGNES WILSON

Over the next three pages, meet three
Compassion-supported children who are
on their way to a better future, achieving
the seemingly impossible. They’re the first
in their family to earn a degree, have a
working toilet and bathroom in their home,
and know the saving grace of Christ Jesus.

“He was desperate to have a Bible,”
Ruben recalls. “So, I gave him one.”

I read my Bible at
home and pray at
night. I pray for
my Compassion
sponsor and

my dad,”
says Elvis

L I F E-C H A N G I N G WO R D
High in the mountains of Bolivia, one
persistent boy is transforming the lives
of people around him through his faith.
His name is Elvis. He’s the first in his
family to follow Jesus.

Elvis says, “I wanted [a Bible] so that I
could learn more about God.” He read
it constantly. Eager to learn everything
he could about its teachings, he never
missed Sunday school.
During the prayer time at church, Elvis
always asked for the same thing — that
his father, Sergio, would accept Jesus
as his Saviour.
Honouring Elvis’ persistent prayers for
his father, God touched Sergio’s heart,
and he accepted Christ into his life.
Today, Elvis enjoys reading the Bible
to his dad.

TURN OVER TO READ MORE

It was Bible distribution day at Elvis’
church-based Compassion project in
Cochabamba. Elvis was seven years
old at the time. The older children
were each going to receive an ageappropriate copy of God’s word in
their language.
The problem for Elvis was that he
wasn’t in the age group scheduled
to receive Bibles that day.
When Ruben, a project staff member,
explained he would receive a Bible at
another time, the young Elvis began
to cry.
compassionuk.org
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PHOTOGRAPHER: DOREEN UMUTESI
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17-YEAR-OLD GLORIA STANDING PROUDLY
IN FRONT OF HER NEW BATHROOM.

the sun to go down before they shower
or rise before dawn to wash.

I’m grateful to
my sponsor and
Compassion for
always restoring
our dignity as

a family,”
says Gloria

DIG NITY FOR ALL
Imagine not having a toilet or shower in
your home.
In Bugesera, Rwanda, most homes don’t
have adequate bathrooms or private
showers. Many women and girls wait for

A 2019 survey of Compassion registered
children and their families in the
Bugesera district indicated that out of
2,951 households, 562 (19%) had toilets
in terrible condition, and 141 (4.7%)
didn’t have a toilet at all. Children and
their families used the nearby bush or
shared bathrooms with neighbours.
It’s not only the lack of privacy, but the
loss of dignity and the child protection
rights that are at stake.
“Lack of access to improved water
and sanitation facilities and poor
hygiene contribute to the high
incidence of water, sanitation, and
hygiene-related mortality and
morbidity,” says Damien, the director
of the local Compassion project.
After the survey, a decision was made
to establish an intervention to provide

clean pit toilets, washrooms, and
handwashing tools for the 440 most
vulnerable households.
Thanks to donations from around the
world, Compassion sponsored children
like Gloria were able to wash in safety
and peace for the first time.
“Our toilet was in a very poor condition,
and we usually visited neighbours to
use their toilet,” says Gloria. “But that’s
not the case today— I can attend school
and access healthcare thanks to the
support I receive from my sponsor, the
project staff, and Compassion.”
More than 4,000 people are now
benefiting from this intervention.
“Our children’s lives are protected
when they have a clean water source,
good and safe toilets, and bathrooms,”
says Damien. “When children have a
conducive environment, they grow up
healthy and have bright futures.”

PHOTOGRAPHER: VERA AURIMA

harvest was ready. This time they
sold the vegetables to two big
supermarkets in Manado city.
In August last year, after the fourth
harvest, Frizky graduated from
university with distinction and earned
his bachelor’s degree.

It’s a great thing
that Compassion has
helped me from the
age of eight until
today. I’m sure I would
never be like who
I am now without
all the support

But Frizky’s success is not only for
himself. He has trained two successors
who will replace him in managing the
hydroponic garden when he graduates
from the Compassion project.
A RIPPLE EFFECT

I have received,”

We often think changing the world
needs a grand gesture or an expensive
intervention. But it’s the small everyday
decisions we make to serve God and
each other that can have an impact
that ripples across generations,
changing not only the future of
individuals but also communities.

says Fizky

Think extreme poverty is a problem
too huge to solve? When you begin
with a child your faithful support and
prayer helps that child break free
from the limitations of poverty.

21-YEAR-OLD FRIZKY HOLDING
PRODUCE FROM THE GARDEN.

G ARDEN OF HOP E
In North Sulawesi, Indonesia, there’s
a hydroponic vegetable garden that’s
growing hope for children living in
extreme poverty. It’s the brainchild of a
21-year-old agricultural student, Frizky. A
Compassion-supported young adult, he
is the first in his family to go to university.
This extraordinary young man lives with
his grandparents, Julien and Hans. The
family is abundant in love, but finances
are much harder to come by.
“My grandfather works as a daily
labourer with uncertain wages, limiting
my family’s economic situation,”
explains Frizky.
With his grandparents struggling to
afford an education or nutritious food
for him, Frizky was registered in the
Child Sponsorship Programme when he
was eight years old. The project quickly
became his favourite place where he

met with friends, shared with his tutors,
prayed, and learned.
He’s been a part of a unique youth
programme since he was 16 and it
was there he suggested they create a
hydroponic garden.
His proposal was taken seriously.
To Frizky’s delight, the funds were
approved, and land at the Compassion
project was set aside to build the
greenhouse. Under his instruction,
Frizky’s friends at the project started
work on the hydroponic garden,
perforating 300 holes in PVC pipes to
plant bok choi and lettuce.
Frizky and his friends harvested their
crop for the first time in 2020. They
sold it to the local community, earning
1.2 million rupiahs (£64).
After the first harvest, the team added
an extra 700 holes for additional
seedlings. Three months later, their

And who knows what that can lead to
– a garden that’s feeding a community,
dignity restored by new bathrooms, or
a family who’ll be singing Jesus’ praises
for eternity.
The possibilities are endless.

Discover more
incredible family
firsts in the
Compassion UK App
Read three further inspiring
stories here:

Scan me
compassionuk.org

compassion.ie
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PHOTOGRAPHER: J. SANGMA

Stop The
Weddings

08

A

Tisha gazes at the camera
with kohl-lined eyes. She is
veiled in silken red fabric
and festooned with golden
jewellery. Her skirt trails
clumsily after her. It was
made for an older woman.

group of women cluster nearby,
their faces wreathed in frowns.
The photographer swallows
nervously. Suddenly, an idea comes to
him. He whispers in Tisha’s ear. A smile
spreads across her face.

Tisha is 14 years old, and
this is a wedding shoot.

“Stop the wedding!”

Both genders are affected by child
marriage. However the impact is more
serious for girls, who face risks to their
safety and development including
sexual and domestic violence, early
pregnancy, and discontinued education.

Child marriage is a human rights
violation happening across the world. It
refers to any marriage or informal union
where a child is under the age of 18.

“It is basically a marriage into hardship
and to hard labour,” says Sidney
Muisyo, Chief Programme Officer for
Compassion International.

Staring down the barrel of the camera, she
boldly proclaims a short phrase in Bengali.

Alarmingly, up to 10 million more girls
will be at risk as a direct result of the
pandemic. That’s equivalent to every
child at school in the UK.

WRITTEN BY ZOE NOAKES

“No teenager should get married,” she
says, passionately. “I want to show that
there is so much we can do, and on the
other hand, there are so many problems
if they are married early.”
Education is proven to prevent early
marriage. However, school closures
triggered by COVID-19 are predicted
to cause many girls to drop out. The
pandemic’s economic effects have also
created food insecurity, pushing families
to the brink of starvation. “If a girl can get
married,” says Sidney Muisyo, “that is one
less mouth [families] have to worry about.”
We can help to stop the weddings.
Compassion is providing support like
food parcels and income generation
initiatives to stop hunger. Meanwhile,
local partners remain committed to
preventing child marriage. Through
relationship-building and initiatives,
staff ensure children are known, loved,
and protected.
“Awareness programmes are held for
the parents. We need to fight against
child marriage and get rid of this harmful
practice,” says Bulbuli, the social worker

at Tisha’s Compassion project.
Tisha has been part of the Child
Sponsorship Programme since she
was six. Her father is a daily labourer;
her mother a housewife. Without the
project’s support, her life would look
very different.
“At the project, we are taught we
are equal to the boys,” she says.
Empowered by her parents and the
project staff, Tisha is brimming with
dreams.
“I want to marry only after becoming
a doctor. I want to be a singer and
painter and if all goes well, I want to
help at orphanages, so children don’t
live on the street,” she says.
Back at the photoshoot, her cry of
“Stop the wedding!” had a dramatic
effect. The women laughed, their
tension dissipating as they understood
the purpose of the shoot.
At home, Tisha swapped the scarlet
sari for her neat blue school uniform.
Shrugging on her backpack, the
aspiring doctor heads to school.

14-YEAR-OLD TISHA, BANGLADESH.

In Bangladesh, 15% of girls are already
married by age 15 and over 50% by 18.
Despite appearances, Tisha is not one
of them—unlike several of her friends.
“When I walk past their homes carrying
books and a school bag, it hurts me to
see girls my age instead washing dishes
and providing service for their in-laws,”
she says.
It’s why her parents gave Tisha
permission to participate in a staged
wedding photoshoot for Compassion,
where the teenager boldly spoke out
against child marriage.

TISHA WEARING HER SCHOOL UNIFORM.

Read more compelling stories from
girls protected from child marriage
Child sponsorship empowers you to act on the issues
you care about, like child marriage. Hear more
first-hand stories in the Compassion UK App.

Scan me
compassionuk.org

compassion.ie
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PHOTOGRAPHER: JEHOJAKIM SANGARE

SANSAN STOOD OUTSIDE HIS HOME.

What
Will Your
Legacy Be?
10

Children’s lives
transformed. Families’
dignity restored.
And the local church
empowered to bring
eternal hope to those
living in poverty. This
is what supporters like
you are igniting for
future generations by
leaving a legacy gift
to Compassion.
AN ETERNAL I N V EST M EN T
Whether or not we realise it or
whether we think about it, we‘re
leaving a legacy. In our day-today life, we are imprinting our
unique signature on the world
reflecting what truly matters to
us. Beautifully intertwined, our
relationships, work, values, and
faith are weaving an intricate
tapestry of memories that will be
ingrained in the hearts and minds
of those who know and love us.
As a Compassion supporter,
you’re already leaving a living
legacy. Your investment today

is making a tangible, long-term
difference to those living in
extreme poverty.
But what if your legacy could
live on and do more?
Many Compassion supporters,
after remembering their loved
ones in their will, choose to
leave a gift to Compassion that
will continue for generations
to come.
Your timeless gift will make a
massive difference to vulnerable
children, enabling them to
escape poverty and step into
a brighter future. Children like
12-year-old Sansan.
A G I F T T HAT H E L P S
STA N D I N TH E G A P
Sansan and his family share
two, one-roomed mud huts
in the southwest of Burkina
Faso. Their homes don’t have
electricity or running water.
The family rely on a four-month
rainy season to be able to grow
enough crops to provide for
their urgent needs. When the
rain doesn’t come, the family
goes hungry.

WRITTEN BY EMILY JOHNSTONE WITH JEHOJAKIM SANGARE

Let your
legacy

Live on

You can be assured that any
gift given to Compassion will be
used with wisdom and integrity
to empower the local church in
transforming the lives of children and
their families, restoring eternal hope
to those who are living in poverty.
• If you sponsor a child through
Compassion, your legacy gift will
be used to support your sponsored
child through to when they leave
the Compassion programme.
• In the same way that we’ve
carefully stewarded your
sponsorship donations over many
years, we’ll also steward your
legacy gift.

SANSAN (RIGHT)
WITH HIS MOTHER AND
OLDER BROTHER, SIE.

“I remember one day I had nothing to
put on the cookfire at home for the
children to eat,” recalls Sansan’s mum,
Handjeneba. “It was hard to buy food
every day without financial resources.”
Despite their circumstances, there is
always a reason to hope.
Sansan’s favourite place is the local
church. Since 2013, he has been part
of the Compassion Child Sponsorship
Programme and attends activities
every Saturday.
“At the [Compassion] project, I love to
play football, dance and sing with my
friends. What I like the most there is
the computer teachings and the Bible
studies,” says Sansan.
When Sansan walked through the doors
of the local church for the first time
he had to wait patiently for a sponsor,
a wait that can take many months or
even years. During that time, Sansan’s

pressing needs couldn’t be put on hold.
He was given the resources to go to
school for the first time, received health
checks, nutritious meals and the love
and care of the local church. This was
only possible through the Unsponsored
Children’s Fund, just one of the ways
your legacy gift could make a difference
in a child’s life.
In 2020 when the pandemic hit, Sansan’s
sponsor had to cancel. COVID-19 also
placed huge financial pressure on
Handjeneba and her family as the price
of cereal kept rising, but again the local
church was there to lift the burden.

• Your gift will be used through
and in partnership with the
frontline local church to deliver
life-changing programmes that
release children from poverty in
Jesus’ name.
We’re immensely grateful to each
person who chooses to leave a
legacy to Compassion, ensuring
that their lifetime of faith, love and
generosity lives on. Thank you.

“There is no greater love than what the
church has done,” says Handjeneba.
“May God bless all the donors because
their support has taken away my
worries about food.”

Make an even bigger difference
Legacy gifts empower local churches to serve even more children like Sansan,
helping them achieve their God-given potential in Christ. Please consider
Compassion amongst the charities you’ll leave a gift to in your will.
For more information, please email giftsinwill@compassionuk.org

compassionuk.org
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PHOTOGRAPHER: ISA AC OGILA

Growing Hope
In Parched Sand
Soil, sun, water. It’s what
every plant needs to grow,
as every child learns in
school. So how can you
grow a vegetable garden
if you don’t have reliable
water? You can’t – unless
your local church brings
the community together
to build an innovative
solution: a sand dam.
12

W

“

ater had always stood
between me and my
dream,” says Lilian, from a
semi-arid village in Kenya. “There were
times I tilled my land, planted crops and
hoped the heavens would open for a little
longer. But I was always left disappointed,
watching my crops die under the hot,
scorching sun which we have to endure
for the most part of the year.”
Climate change means rainfall is rare in
Lilian’s village. The lack of reliable water
affects the whole community, but has
a particularly devastating impact on
children like Merrium, Lilian’s 16-year-old
daughter. Without safe water nearby,
children at the local Compassion project
were suffering from water-borne
diseases such as diarrhoea, worms and
typhoid. School children were missing

at least two hours of school a week to
walk over five kilometres to fetch water
for the home.
“Children are more physically and
psychologically vulnerable than adults
to the effects of climate change,
biodiversity loss, and increasing levels
of pollution in the air, soil, water
and oceans,” says Palamanga Ouali,
Compassion’s Vice President for Africa.
And as global food prices rise, it’s the
vulnerable children already living in
extreme poverty who suffer the most.
C H A N C E TO AC T
But often, it’s the most desperate times
that lead to positive change. A year
ago, Lilian’s family were on the brink
of starvation as drought and famine
ravaged their village. She says, “The
rains failed to appear for a couple of
seasons. With time, we had exhausted
all our food reserves. We had to rely
on well-wishers and handouts for
sustenance. Seeing my children suffer
like that broke my heart.”
Something had to be done. Pastor
Nicholas Muthoka prayed and began
to mobilise the church, community and
local authorities.
“It was the perfect opportunity for the
church to become a light and a beacon
of hope for the community. I also
wanted to take it as an opportunity to
share God’s love,” he says.

LILIAN (LEFT) AND HER DAUGHTER MERRIUM (RIGHT)

He formed a committee to build a sand
dam, a concrete wall across a seasonal
sandy riverbed. During the rainy season,
a river forms and fills the dam with
sand on one side, while the lighter silt is
carried downstream over the dam wall.
Water then accumulates between the

WRITTEN BY ISAAC OGILA, WITH CATHERINE PRESCOTT
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built-up sand particles and can be stored
and extracted safely throughout the
year. Sand dams also top up the water
table, making it easier to draw water
from wells and keep crops irrigated.
“Sand dams are a cheap, innovative
solution to water shortages in drylands,
which also transform environments
beyond recognition,” says John Munyao,
Compassion programme director.
CO MMUN ITY BENE F I T

benefit of the sand dam. More than ten
families have started using the water
supply to grow vegetables, improving
their children’s nutrition as well as
creating an income to reduce hunger
and extreme poverty.
Children no longer have to miss school
to fetch water, and child health has
improved. “The cases of stomachrelated ailments have gradually reduced
in the months following the sand dam
project,” says John.

“The entire community was involved.
I helped dig and carry stones for the
foundation, which was hard work, but
we all knew what it meant.”

Now, Lilian and Merrium, who is part
of the Compassion Child Sponsorship
Programme, are able to fulfil their
dream. Lilian grows maize, tomatoes,
spinach, and capsicum in her garden,
and makes approximately 15,000
Kenyan shillings (£105) from selling
vegetables every two weeks.

Lilian’s whole community has felt the

“I no longer have to wait for rainfall to

Lilian could see the potential for her
family and was keen to help with
the construction.

farm. I do it throughout the year, which
makes it economically viable,” she says.
“I can take care of my family, provide for
my kids and keep my children in school.”

Discover powerful
prayers for
climate change
Go deeper and find even more
inspiration to help you pray
for climate change in the
Compassion UK App.

Scan me
www.compassionuk.org
compassionuk.org
www.compassion.ie
compassion.ie
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YOU’RE STILL

GOD

A Devotional
By Philippa Hanna
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‘Change is the only
constant in life’
according to the Greek
philosopher, Heraclitus,
and it does seem to be
true. Over the past two
years, our whole world
has been shaken in ways
we could never have
prepared for.

SIX-YEAR-OLD OBED FROM HONDURAS

W

e’ve felt the sands of ‘normal’
shift beneath our feet in
extraordinary ways. Many of
us have faced job changes, relationship
trials and health issues. Alongside this,
we’ve seen confusion and discord erupting
within our communities. Political and social
tensions have risen and it’s been tough
to know where to place our trust. And
when we read about the immediate action
needed to tackle climate change, it’s no
wonder anxieties are at an all-time high.

While the pandemic has impacted each
one of us, for those who were already
living in poverty, this time has been
even more devastating. As a believer,
it has brought me comfort to see the
body of Christ in action, bringing aid
to those who need it most. It has made
me deeply thankful for the Church, and
the hope we have in Jesus. God has
carried my family and me through this
tough season, and we’ve even counted
our blessings along the way.

We’ve been forced to go back to the
basic roots of our faith. It’s been a time
to return our focus to simple gratitude
and appreciation for God’s goodness.
During lock-down, our contact with the
outside world mainly came through
social media and news outlets, and the
picture painted through those lenses
was often quite negative.
What’s more, we’re now struggling to
process incredibly challenging stories
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bring some prayer
points to God.
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F OR YO U R C R E ATI O N
Lord, you created the Universe and
everything in it. You know every line
and curve of this beautiful planet,
and you already know how the story
will end. We ask that you give us the
wisdom to care for our earthly home
and walk in peace knowing we have
an eternal home with you.

Front cover image:
Eight-year-old Janeli holding
the Bible she received from
her local church in Peru.
Photographer:
Fernando Sinacay
Articles may be reproduced
with the permission of the
Senior Director of Marketing &
Engagement, Compassion UK.

F OR YO U R N ATI O N S
God, we know you see the unrest
as nations rise against one another.
You grieve with those who are hurting
and see the needs of those suffering.
We ask that you bring comfort to all
those struggling today.
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F OR YO U R P E O P L E
Lord, we ask that you give your grace
and strength to those working as we
speak to deliver help to where it is
needed, in your name. Bless and
protect them Father, and help us all
to grow in our love and intimacy
with you. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Grow your heart for
our hurting world
of destruction, pain and loss on a daily
basis. But thankfully, we have God’s
precious word to remind us of the
truth; He is a good God whose
character is constant. And although
our circumstances and surroundings
may alter, He remains. Leaders may
change and systems may fail. But God
is unfailing. His nature is unchanging,
His love endures and His victory
over darkness is assured!

Discover the latest prayer needs
from children and Compassion church
partners around the world in the
Compassion UK App.
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“Therefore, my dear brothers

stand firm.
give yourselves fully

and sisters,

Let nothing move you.
Always

to the work of the Lord, because
you know that your labour
in the Lord is

not in vain.”

1 CO R I NTH IA N S 1 5 : 5 8

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: DANIEL, JAMILA, ROSEMARY, KURUTHUM, AND
RASHID ARE STANDING TOGETHER OUTSIDE THEIR LOCAL CHURCH.
COM101977
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