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COMPASSION

IT ALL STARTS WITH

ONE CHILD
Together, we’re impacting families,
communities and nations

SAMESON’S
STORY
“God sent Compassion to
brighten my future”

IN THIS

ISSUE

DEAR FRIEND,
At Compassion, we’re great at sharing information about
children in poverty and the difference sponsorship makes.
But the truth is we sometimes simplify the situation to make
the message clearer.

This edition of the Compassion Magazine will
take you on a journey, starting with the story

In reality, poverty is anything but simple. It’s a complex

of a Compassion graduate who is thriving

problem that needs a wealth of strategies to fight it.

in adulthood. We’ll then move back through

Compassion has strategies and the tools to make them

childhood with inspiring insights from the Child

happen. We recognised long ago that the key to ending

Sponsorship Programme. Ultimately, we’ll end

extreme poverty is child development. When you change a

at the very beginning: Compassion’s Child

child’s life, you break the cycle of intergenerational poverty.

Survival Programme and our promise to protect

So, from the very beginning, our focus has been children.

and nurture children from the womb.

Research shows that the habits laid down in the early years

At every age, we care for children’s

shape a child for the rest of their life.

complete needs. Meet some of the precious
individuals who are being released from

We give complete care during every part of childhood,

poverty, in Jesus’ name …

into early adulthood. We work with babies, children and
teenagers in world-class child development programmes.
Through our RESPOND ministry, we stage interventions for
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highly vulnerable children, provide medical care, sanitation,

the purpose He has for their lives. In short, we fight poverty
in all its complexity.
I have always counted it a privilege to work for Compassion.
I’m proud to represent such an extraordinary team of child
champions who are changing the world. These church
leaders, project workers and programme experts are
transforming lives, whole communities and even nations.

SURVIVAL IN TOGO

And their work is possible because of you. Your support and

FROM THE WOMB

commitment enables them to do all that they do. Thank you.
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CELEBRATING 100,000
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THEIR CARE IS COMPLETE

Chief Executive Officer
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PLEASE JOIN US IN PRAYER

Compassion Ireland

“NEVER FORGET THE
POOREST OF THE POOR”
IAN HAMILTON
Compassion UK and

Photographer:
Ella Dickinson
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AS TOLD BY SAMESON TILAHUN. EDITED BY REBECCA STANLEY

GOD SENT
COMPASSION
TO

BRIGHTEN
MY FUTURE

Imagine a five-year-old boy perched
on a rock, crying for his mother. With
only cattle for company, the expansive
grazing plains are intimidating. He’s
never felt more alone.
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That little boy was me. But when
I thought all hope was lost, I was
registered into the Compassion
programme. My life was never the
same again.

y name is

Out of everything, I am most

If I hadn’t

Sameson Tilahun.

grateful for the chance to come

come to the

OUT OF

to know the Lord. Six years

project, I would be

EVERYTHING,

after I joined the programme,

living that kind of

I made a decision to follow

lifestyle. Thanks to

Christ. It was at a children’s

my sponsor, I was

conference organised by the

able to join school

project. After that, the lessons

and take two years of

at the project helped me get to

woodwork training. These

know Christ more.

skills are now my source of

I still remember
the day when
my mother left
me at my aunt’s house in

I AM MOST

Addis Ababa. For a long time, I

GRATEFUL FOR

believed she would come back
for me. But she never did.

THE CHANCE

In Addis, I spent my days tending

TO COME

to cattle and sheep. At five years

TO KNOW

old, I did this alone. I would sit
there, watch cattle and cry.

FROM ONE WORLD TO
ANOTHER

Today, Sameson disciples
children at his old project

THE LORD.”

ESCAPING POVERTY
I sometimes look at the other
children who I grew up around
and I try to imagine how my

shop where we make furniture
– chairs, doors and even
kitchen cabinets. There are five
others from the community
who work here and also make

was where I found my sisters

life would look if I hadn’t come

and brothers who understood
The course of my life changed

to the project. Most of them

me. It’s where I grew up, with

when I was registered for the

are living in addiction and

My old project has even

everything provided for me.

Compassion Child Sponsorship

terrible conditions.

arranged for sponsored

It’s where I experienced family

Programme. When my life

children to come to my

love and care.

workshop to receive training.

seemed to be at a standstill,
God sent Compassion to

The support I got was beyond

brighten my future.

material provision. Because

an income.

I am very happy to be a role
model, it’s a great privilege
to be like an older brother

I was hurt in many ways, the

Photographer: Sean Sheridan

income. I rent a woodworking

to them.

I can still remember my first

project counselled me and

day at the project. I saw many

helped me realise that I was

children my age playing and

My story is proof that Jesus

capable of becoming whatever

there were even different toys.

is changing lives through

I wanted to be. They did this,

It felt like I had gone from one

with a lot of commitment, to

world to another. The project

every child in the project.

Compassion. I am so
Passing on skills to other
boys in his community

thankful that my sponsor
decided to support me.
www.compassionuk.org

www.compassion.ie

EDITED BY REBECCA STANLEY

PROJECT
BEHIND THE

Step into Sameson’s project and find
out how he overcame poverty.
Sameson explains how the Compassion programme
addresses the complete needs of a child born into poverty.
By caring for their body, mind, heart and spirit, it doesn’t just
sustain them through poverty, it releases them completely!
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BODY
“At the project they were concerned about all areas of my
wellbeing. I grew up with everything provided for me.”

MIND
“After joining Compassion I was so excited to be like the other
children in my community and put on a uniform and go to school.
Through the Saturday project teaching I gained a good
foundation. The lessons I received and the field trips really
changed me.”

HEART
“Compassion was a place where I learnt how to be kind and
generous. It’s where I experienced love. My sponsor would pray
for me and encourage me in the letters which I still read.”

SPIRIT
“At the project I would learn about Jesus. It was unforgettable.
I loved the Bible stories that the staff used to tell us. We would
also sing songs all the time, before class and after class.”
Young boys learning woodwork
at Sameson’s project
Photographer: Sean Sheridan

www.compassionuk.org

www.compassion.ie
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WRIT TEN BY K ATE SHARMA WITH EDWIN ESTIOKO

IT ALL STARTS WITH

ONE CH LD

Marilou is a little girl with a big responsibility. Whilst her
parents are out working, this 11-year-old is left at home
all day. She cooks, cleans and cares for her five younger
siblings. No-one sees her, no-one hears her and no-one
looks out for her.
hile other children are at

doesn’t make it right. “This is a reality

school, building for their

that many of our children are facing,”

future and enjoying the
freedom that childhood
brings, Marilou can’t see
beyond the next load of laundry. In her
small town of San Isidro, on the island
of Samar in the Philippines, this lost
little girl is stifled by poverty.
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For millions of children like Marilou
across the world, life holds little
joy today or hope for the future.
Here at Compassion, we’ve made a

WE’VE MADE A
COMMITMENT

says Dorie Loyola, director of Noah’s
Ark Student Centre where Marilou is
registered. “They have to take care

TO MAKE SURE

of the house while their parents look

CHILDREN

mothers’ but they are really like little

ARE KNOWN,

predicament, but they also need to

LOVED AND
PROTECTED.”

for work. I jokingly call them ‘little
superwomen. I understand their
go to school to study and to the
Compassion project to experience what
it is like to be children.”

commitment to find these children

Countless academic studies have

and make sure they are known, loved

confirmed what we know from scripture:

and protected.

childhood plays an important role in

The competence with which she runs
the household is impressive, but that

preparing an individual for life. But
childhood isn’t simply about preparing
for the future. It’s also about the here and
now. It’s about enabling little girls, like
Marilou, to put down the washing, stop
cooking and enjoy just being kids.

HANDS AND FEET
ACROSS THE WORLD
In many respects, it’s easy to talk
theoretically about the value of
childhood. Putting it into practice
is the hard part. First off, we have
the challenge of finding children like
Marilou was born into one of the poorest
families in her community

Thanks to a Compassion sponsor,
Marilou is being given a childhood

Marilou, who are virtually invisible within
their communities.

www.compassionuk.org

www.compassion.ie
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WRIT TEN BY ROZ WALSH WITH BERNARD GBAGBA

Many have families relying on them to work,
others have parents who don’t understand the
importance of education and even more have
lost all hope for the future.
In order to release these children from poverty,
we need to untangle the web of issues that
holds them back. There is no simple way to do
this which is why Compassion’s approach has
always been, and always will be, a personal
one. From community to community, we tailor
our programmes to meet the specific needs

FROM THE

WOMB

of our children. By focusing on four key areas
of physical, economic, emotional and spiritual
development, we work to break down barriers
that prevent children from living life to the full
and provide safe havens where they can find
support from caring Christian adults.

KEEPING OUR
EYES ON CHRIST
Marilou with her parents
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With more than 1.7 million children in our care,
This is where the Church comes in. Through
the Church, we have an army of more than two

CHURCHES
ARE SET
UP AND
READY TO
RESPOND.”

billion Christians located in some of the world’s
poorest and most dangerous communities.
They see the parents who work so hard they’re
never at home. They know about the kids who
are left alone all day and they understand the
crushing poverty that families face.
What’s more, these churches are set up and
ready to respond. Churches have structure,
leadership, resources and a ready-built team
of volunteers who can be mobilised to help.
With just a little bit of support from us, they are
a hugely effective way to find and help children
like Marilou.

MORE THAN
JUST OPPORTUNITY
However, simply giving kids the opportunity to
participate in projects isn’t enough. Children
living in poverty have complicated lives.

In a world where six million children won’t survive to
their fifth birthday, Compassion is working with the
local church to support mothers and give babies the
best possible start to life. Through our Child Survival
Programme, we can reach the most vulnerable
children before they are even born.
a staggering thirteen times higher

hear about God and see His love demonstrated

than in the UK 1. Determined to fight

through their project workers and sponsors,

this statistic, ten Togo Child Survival

it brings a lasting change that nothing else

projects opened in 2014, thanks to a

possibly can. “It is a thrilling experience for a

generous donation from one of our

child to read words of love and encouragement,”

UK supporters.

reports Pastor Loyola, who heads up San Isidro
Church of the Nazarene, where Marilou’s project

One of the first Togolese women to

is based. “It helps them feel loved and important,

benefit was Atsoupui, a single mother

and it motivates them to do their best.”

with three children. Atsoupui lives
with her mother and children in a 12

There is no quick fix to global poverty, but we know

metre square room. When asked

that the Compassion approach is working. Slowly,

about her life before joining the project,

little boys and girls, like Marilou, are being given

I HAVE
NO-ONE IN
THE FAMILY
WHO STANDS
BY US. WE
OFTEN WOULD
EAT ONLY
ONCE A DAY.”

she says, “I have no-one in the family

the opportunity and support they need to face the

not only provides antenatal care to
pregnant women, it also teaches
mothers critical parenting skills and
shares about the love of Jesus. And
when the day comes, the staff work to

Programme, Atsoupui says, “During
pregnancy I suffered so much that I
lost hope. Because of a lack of money,
pregnant women die with their children
in our village. I’m still alive with my child,
thanks to Compassion.”
We’re committed to seeing infants born
into extreme poverty receive the help
they need from the womb and beyond.
By focusing on equipping mothers and
giving the best possible start in life to
survive, but to thrive.

eat only once a day.” Every morning,

help my family, so that someday I will have a job of

When asked about the Child Survival

babies, we’re helping children to not just

who stands by us. We often would

future with hope. “I want to work hard so that I can

she would go from house to house

my own,” says Marilou with a soft smile.

all starts with one child.

prenatal consultations. The programme

on hand to help with the birth.

n Togo, the infant mortality rate is

eyes firmly focused on Christ. When children

families, communities and whole nations, but it

Programme, she was able to receive

ensure a trained medical professional is

our task is not easy, which is why we keep our

With the help of our sponsors, we’re impacting

But when she joined the Child Survival

Image (top):
Atsoupui with her
healthy baby boy,
Bernard
1

 orldbank
W
database 2015

selling porridge. She barely made the
equivalent of 60 pence a day.
During her first two pregnancies,

TAKE
ACTION

For more information, head to:
www.compassionuk.org/csp

Atsoupui had no prenatal check-ups.

www.compassionuk.org

www.compassion.ie
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AS TOLD TO BEK AH LEGG

“NEVER FORGET
THE POOREST OF THE POOR”
Andy Hawthorne is an extraordinary
character. Full of passion and vision, he is
dedicated to taking the good news about
Jesus to the poor and forgotten through
the Message Trust.

CELEBRATING

FOR THOSE WHO DON’T KNOW,
WHAT IS THE MESSAGE TRUST?

100,000

12

We believe it’s a gospel imperative to care for
those on the margins. So, we do that in various
ways. We have about 300 people in Eden teams,
people who have made the tough call to move
into deprived neighbourhoods. We have buses

At the end of last year, we reached an
incredible milestone. Because of you, our
wonderful UK sponsors, 100,000 children are
being released from poverty in Jesus’ name!

that go out into challenging communities,
a prison ministry, plus bands and theatre
companies that go to big events and schools.
Finally, we have The Message Enterprise Centre,
a Christ-centred enterprise for guys who have
come to know Jesus, mainly in prison.

SO HOW DID YOU BECOME
INVOLVED WITH COMPASSION?
In 2001 I went on a visit to Haiti. The country just
wrecked me. In response, we started sponsoring
kids. I realised that as a ministry, we were
focused on our own poor, but God lifted our eyes.
Now a key part of our discipleship is, “Never
forget the poorest of the poor.”
So now, we’re Compassion freaks! Every member
of staff at The Message, as part of their induction,
is told, “We’re going to sponsor a child on your
behalf, all you have to do is write.” We have
photos of sponsored children all over the office.

AS YOU’VE BEEN ENCOURAGING
PEOPLE TO SPONSOR FOR A LONG
TIME, HOW HAVE YOU SEEN IT
AFFECT THEM?
I had a guy come up to me this week and he said,
“You’ve completely changed my life.” I thought
he was going to tell me I’d helped him become a

Andy visiting his
sponsored child

DEFEND THE WEAK
AND THE FATHERLESS;
UPHOLD THE CAUSE
OF THE POOR AND
THE OPPRESSED.”

He explained, “My wife and I have been so

Thank you to all our sponsors for your continued love and care for

desperate. We’d had an ectopic pregnancy,

each child. Thank you to all those who boldly speak up for children

four failed IVF attempts and we were broken. I

in extreme poverty.

heard you talking about coming alongside these
children in Haiti, and thought, ‘God’s going to turn
our situation around for good.’ So I sponsored

THANK
YOU

100,000 is a great achievement, but our
work is far from done. We’re already
standing in faith for the next 100,000
children living in poverty to be sponsored.
Look out for our film featuring the
100,000th child.

PSALM 82:3

Christian, but he was talking about Compassion.

five kids, one for the ectopic pregnancy and one
for each of the IVFs that have failed. It’s changed
our lives. Suddenly we’ve gone from being
downhearted and negative to actually seeing that
something positive has come out of this.”
It’s not just that we can bless the poor – they can
really bless us back.

www.compassionuk.org

www.compassion.ie
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AS TOLD BY ANGELA A XELBY

PLE ASE JOIN US IN

The children at the project
greeted us with dancing

THEIR CARE IS

places. Every single one is run by a local

COMPLETE
14

church where Christian staff value and love
children, giving them extra teaching and skills to
overcome poverty. We saw young people learning

PRAYER
Pray for the children and young people in our
programmes. From the very oldest who are
about to graduate, all the way down to the
unborn children, still in their mother’s wombs!

carpentry, beadwork and sewing. They were even
being taught study skills. It’s reassuring to know

Visiting Uganda gave me a new appreciation of the
quality of Compassion’s work. I was struck by the
completeness of care the children are given. And it’s
all about the churches partnering with Compassion
to run the programmes and offer this care. I was
overwhelmed by their faithfulness.
n the first day of our Uganda trip, we

that if my sponsored child is having trouble at

Pray for the thousands of young people who are graduating from

school, the project will pick it up.
It was a privilege to witness the Bible teaching
at the project. When I met my sponsored child,
Joseline, it was clear she’d benefitted from this.
Her faith has grown so much since I started

Pray for young adults like Sandiele who has become a teacher.
“I had excellent teachers at the project, so I want to try and repeat

leading project devotions and she’s always

1.7 MILLION CHILDREN

sending me Bible verses.

even know the Child Survival Programme

to speak up for children in poverty and find

existed before we went – I’d always

sponsors so more children can benefit from the

pregnant mothers blew my mind.

positive impact in their families and communities.

what they did for me for other children in this community.”

Everything I experienced has compelled me

sponsored! Just seeing that there is care for

the Compassion programme this year. Ask that they would make a

sponsoring her six years ago. At age 16, she’s

visited a Child Survival project. I didn’t

wondered what happened before children are

YOUNG PEOPLE GRADUATING

Compassion programme.
I also urge you to join our community of
Compassion Volunteers. You can do as much

I thought I knew all about Compassion’s

or as little as you like and you’ll have so much

Sponsorship Programme, but visiting a project

backing and prayer support from Compassion.

was inspiring. Compassion projects are special

Your voice will have an impact.

Pray for the 1.7 million children we’re caring for through our Child
Sponsorship Programme. Lift up our 6,900 church partners. Every
week, servant-hearted staff members from these churches come
alongside each child to ensure they’re known, loved and protected.

CHILD SURVIVAL PROGRAMME
Please pray for the 781 Child Survival projects worldwide.
Pray that the programme would continue to help mothers like
Shantha from India. After suffering two miscarriages, Shantha
is so grateful for the pre and post-natal care she was given.
“My daughter is now one-year-old,” she says. “If not for the

FOUR WAYS
YOU CAN
VOLUNTEER

programme, my child would not be alive.”

LOCAL CHURCH
ACTIVIST

EVENT
VOLUNTEER

SHARE WITH
FAMILY & FRIENDS

PRAYER
PARTNER

To find out more visit www.compassionuk.org/volunteering
or email volunteers@compassionuk.org

PRAY

For the very latest prayer requests,
visit www.compassionuk.org/prayer.
From here you can also sign up to our brand
new prayer email service. Join us once a
fortnight to pray for children in poverty.

www.compassionuk.org

www.compassion.ie
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CHOOSE
A SUNDAY

SHARE
COMPASSION WITH
YOUR CHURCH

CHANGE THE LIFE
OF A CHILD IN
EXTREME POVERTY

Now we’ve made it even easier for you to share the incredible work
of Compassion with your church on any Sunday of your choosing.
What’s more, if you choose Mother’s Day, Easter or Father’s Day,
we’ve got some great resources online to help you find the next
sponsor for a child living in poverty.
MOTHER’S
DAY

EASTER

SUNDAY

06

MAR
2016

SUNDAY

27

MAR
2016

FATHER’S
DAY

SUNDAY

19

JUNE
2016

Visit www.compassionuk.org/everyday
and order your pack now.
Or why not give us a call on 01932 836490.
We’ll support you every step of the way.

of the Chief Operating Officer, Compassion UK.
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